44                      Ben Jonson.

conduit pipe of it ; But for my part I am content to
dispense with this Roman infirmity of B. now that time
hath snowed upon his pericranium. You know Ovid,
and (your) Horace were subject to this humour, the first
bursting out into,

Jamq; opus exegi quod, nee lovis ira, nee ignis, &c.
The other into,

Exegi monumentum cere perennius, &c.
As also Cicero while he forc'd himself into this Exameter ;

0 fortunatam natam me consule Romam.   Ther is another I0
reason that excuseth J5. which is, that if one be allowed to
love the naturall issue of his body, why not that of the
brain, which is of a spirituall and more noble extraction ;

1  preserve your manuscripts safe for you till your return
to London, what newes the times afford this bearer will
impart unto you.   So I am,

Sir,

Tour ver kumj>le and most

Westmin. 5 Apr.

1636.                                      faithfull Servitor, J. H.

HENRY   HASTINGS.
Born 1551.   Died 1650.
By SHAFTESBURY.

Mr. Hastings, by his quality, being the son, brother, 24
and uncle to the Earls of Huntingdon, and his way of
living, had the first place amongst us.   He was peradven-